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Tuesday,  April  6,  1943 


IflJESTION  BOX 

When  plant  strawberries? 

How  sterilize  seedbed  soil? 

Disinfect  seed  before  planting? 


AFSTSP.o  FROM 

pla.nt  scientists 
of  the  U.   S.  Department 
ox  Agric^rfure"'-,. 
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Victory  garden  questions  are  coming  in  tnick  ard  fast  thise 


here  inquires  about  planting  a  strawberry  bed. .  . another  asks 


soil  before  planting  seeds  indoors...  and  treating  seeds  to  prevent  disease. 

Let's  begin  with  the  question!  about  the  strawberry  bed.     This  letter  asks: 
When  is  the  best  time  to  set  strawberry  plants,   spring  or  fall?" 

Plant  scientists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  reply:    Early  spring 
is  the  best  time  to  set  strawberry  plants.     This  gives  them  the  benefit  of  spring 
rains  so  that  they  make  a  strong  early  growth.    You  can  sometimes  set  plants  in 
the  summer  or  early  fall,  but  at  these  later  seasons  the  plants  need  special  -care 
and  watering  to  thrive.     In  the  fall  they  need  to  be  taken  up  with  good-sized 
balls  of  earth  on  their  roots,   so  their  roots  won't  dry  out  in  transplanting. 

In  general,  the  rules  for  setting  strawberry  plants  are  these:    Trim  off  the 
dead  leaves  and  all  but  one  or  two  of  the  live  leaves,  and  cut  the  roots  to  about 
4  or  5  inches  long.     Spread  the  roots  somewhat,  and  set  the  plants  just  as  deep  in 
the  soil  as  they  were  before  they  were  dug.    3e  especially  careful  not  to  set 
them  deeper  and  get  any  earth  over  the  growing  crowns,  for  this  will  probably  kill 
the  plants.     Give  ne~Tly  set  strawberries  frequent  cultivation  and  hoeing  during 
the  entire  season  to  keep  down  weeds  and  make  strong  plants  for  fruiting  next 
year. 

Strawberries  stand  right  up  at  the  top  of  the  list  of  fruits  for  the  wartime 
home  garden.     They  will  grow  in  almost  any  part  of  the  United  States,  even  in  dry 
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regions  with  irrigation.     They  are  some  of  the  easiest  fruits  to  gro^-don' t  re- 
quire spraying  or  pruning.     They  take  up  very  little  space  compared  to  most  other 
fruits.  And  then,  strawberries  are  about  the  only  kind  of  fruit  you  can  plant  and 
harvest  in  the  same  year.     Everbearing  berries  planted  in  the  spring  will  bear  in 
the  fall.     Other  varieties  will  bear  next  year.  Last  but  not  least,  strawberries  are 
very  rich  in  vitamin  0— rank  right  along  with  citrus  fruit  and  tomatoes.  With 
canned  citrus  juice  and  tomato  juice  short  in  supply  and  high  in  ration  points, 
home-raised  strawberries  are  especially  helpful  for  wartime  meals. 

Now  for  a  second  question,  this  one  from  a  gardener  who  is  about  to  plant 
seeds  of  tomatoes  and  green  peppers  indoors.     She  wants  to  know  how  to  sterilize 
the  soil  to  kill  any  disease  germs  that  may  be  in  it  and  may  be  dangerous  to  the 
young  plants. 

One  way  to  sterilize  soil  is  to  put  it  in  a  large  pan  in  the  oven  of  the 
stove.     Have  the  oven  turned  low.     Leave  the  soil  in  the  oven  about  2  hours  until 
it  is  heated  through.    You  don't  want  scorched  earth  for  your  indoor  seedbeds,  but 
you  do  want  soil  heated  enough  to  kill  disease  organisms. 

Another  way  to  sterilize  soil  is  to  pour  boiling  water  on  it.     3e  sure  the 
boiling  water  reaches  all  parts  of  the  soil  so  it  gets  a  good  heating.     This  is 
not  as  thorough  a  method  as  baking  in  the  oven,  but  it  is  quicker  and  easier. 

Sterilizing  the  soil  has  a  double  advantage.     It  not  only  kills  disease 
germs  but  also  any  weed  seeds  that  may  be  in  it. 

Of  course,  heating  the  soil  is  only  one  way  to  prevent  diseases  that  young 
plants  suffer  from.  Another  way  is  to  treat  the  seeds  themselves  with  chemical- 
powders  that  will  disinfect  and  protect  the  seeds. 

Treating  seeds  with  these  dust  disinfectants  is  easy.    You  just  shake  the 
seeds  and  the  powder  together  in  a  glass  fruit  jar  for  about  two  minutes.     Or,  if 
you  have  just  a  small  paper  envelope  of  seeds,  you  shake  the  seeds  and  powder  to- 
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gether  in  the  envelope.     Just  the  amount  of  powder  you  can  pick  up  on  the  end  of 
a  toothpick  is  enough  to  sterilize  one  envelope  of  seeds.     By  shaking  the  seeds 
in  the  powdered  chemical,  you  kill  any  disease  germs  or  spores  of  fungus  disease 
that  may  he  clinging  to  the  outside  of  the  seed  and  you  also  give  the  seed  a  coat- 
ing of  powder  that  protects  organisms  in  the  soil  from  rotting  the  seed. 

Victory  gardeners  have  a.  choice  of  several  different  protective  dusts.  On 
the  market  today  are  several  good  all-around  vegetable  seed  dusts,  put  out  "by 
different  companies.     One  of  these  dusts  sells  under  the  name  Semesan,  another 
especially  for  peas  and  "beans  sells  by  the  name  of  Spergon,  and  a  third  and  newer 
protective  dust  is  called  Arasan.     Just  two  teaspoons  of  any  of  these  dusts  will 
be  enough  to  treat  all  the  seeds  you  will  use  in  planting  a  30  by  50  foot  Victory 
Garden. 

Of  course,  disease  germs  that  may  trouble  your  vegetable  plants  lurk  in 
other  places  beside  in  the  soil  of  the  seedbed  and  on  the  seeds  themselves.  Dis- 
ease organisms  may  be  in  old  refuse  of  the  garden  left  from  last  year... on  wooden 
sash  and  frames  you  grow  the  young  plants  in. . . in  the  soil  of  the  garden. ..and  on 
weeds  growing  near  the  garden.     To  prevent  these  diseases  from  getting  at  your 
crops,  plant  scientists    advise  rotation  of  crops. destruction  of  weeds. ...  spray- 
ing and  burning  all  trash  around  the  garden.     Good  garden  housekeeping  is  the 
idea — keeping  things  neat  and  sanitary  along  with  sterilizing  the  soil  and  dis- 
infecting the  seeds  to  begin  with. 

That's  all  the  garden  questions  today.     More  on  Thursday. 
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